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OPINION 1617 

Rosema Walker, 1855 (Insecta, Lepidoptera): given precedence over 
Zelica Hiibner, [1825] and Rhogalia Hiibner, [1825] 

Ruling 

(1) Under the plenary powers the generic name Rosema Walker, 1855 is hereby given 
precedence over Zelica Hiibner, [1825] and Rhogalia Hiibner, [1825] whenever it is 
considered to be a synonym of either of the latter names. 

(2) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List of Generic Names in 
Zoology: 

(a) Rosema Walker, 1855 (gender: feminine), type species by subsequent desig¬ 
nation by Kirby (1892) Rosema dorsalis Walker, 1855, with the endorsement that 
it is to be given precedence over Zelica Hiibner, [1825] and Rhogalia Hiibner, 
[1825] whenever it is considered to be a synonym of either of the latter names; 

(b) Zelica Hubner, [1825] (gender: feminine), type species by monotypy Phalaena 
zelica Stoll, [1790], with the endorsement that it is not to be given priority over 
Rosema Walker, 1855, whenever the two names are considered to be synonyms; 

(c) Rhogalia Hiibner, [1825] (gender: feminine), type species by monotypy Phalaena 
epigena Stoll, [1790], with the endorsement that it is not to be given priority over 
Rosema Walker, 1855, whenever the two names are considered to be synonyms. 

(3) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List of Specific Names in 
Zoology: 

(a) dorsalis Walker, 1855, as published in the binomen Rosema dorsalis (specific 
name of the type species of Rosema Walker, 1855); 

(b) zelica Stoll, [ 1790], as published in the binomen Phalaena zelica (specific name of 
the type species of Zelica Hiibner, [1825]); 

(c) epigena Stoll, [1790], as published in the binomen Phalaena epigena (specific 
name of the type species of Rhogalia Hiibner, [1825]). 

History of Case 2665 

An application for Rosema Walker, 1855 to be given precedence over two senior 
subjective synonyms was received from Dr P. Thiaucourt (Museum National d'Histoire 
Naturelle, Paris, France) on 16 May 1988 and published in BZN 46: 123-125 (June 
1989). Notice of the case was sent to appropriate journals. No comments were received. 

Decision of the Commission 

On 1 March 1990 the members of the Commission were invited to vote on the 
proposals published in BZN 46: 124. At the close of the voting period on 1 June 1990 
the votes were as follows: 

Affirmative votes — 27: Bayer, Bock, Cocks, Cogger, Corliss, Dupuis, Hahn, 
Halvorsen, Heppell (in part), Holthuis, Kabata, Kraus, Lehtinen, Macpherson, 
Mahnert, Martins de Souza, Minelli, Mroczkowski, Nielsen, Nye, Ride (in part). 
Savage, Starobogatov, Thompson, Trjapitzin, Ueno, Willink 

Negative votes — none. 

Schuster was on leave of absence. 
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Ride and Heppell would have preferred outright suppression of Zelica and Rhogalia 
Heppell commented: ‘No reason is given why Rosema should not be conserved simply 
by the suppression of Zelica and Rhogalia. Indeed, from the evidence presented this 
would seem by far the best solution. There are no complications at either family or 
species level, and there has been no usage of the senior generic names this century. Let 
us leave the always complicating procedure of conditional precedence only for those 
few cases where there is real doubt about the consequences of suppressing a senior 
subjective synonym’. 


Original references 

The following are the original references to the names placed on Official Lists by the ruling 

given in the present Opinion: 

dorsalis , Rosema , Walker, 1855, List of the specimens of lepidopterous insects in the collection of 
the British Museum , part 4, p. 1168. 

epigena, Phalaena , Stoll, [1790], Aanhangsel vanhet Werk, de Uitlandsche Kapellen, voorkomende 
in de drie Waereld-Deelen Asia, Africa en America, door den Heere Pieter Cramer , p. 72. 

Rhogalia Hiibner, [1825], Verzeichniss bekannter Schmetterlinge , p. 396. 

Rosema Walker, 1855, List of the specimens of lepidopterous insects in the collection of the British 
Museum , part 4, p. 1159. 

zelica, Phalaena , Stoll, [1790], Aanhangsel van het Werk, de Uitlandsche Kapellen, voorkomende in 
de drie Waereld-Deelen Asia, Africa en America, door den Heere Pieter Cramer , p. 73. 

Zelica Hiibner, [1825], Verzeichniss bekannter Schmetterlinge , p. 396. 

The following is the reference for the designation of Rosema dorsalis as the type species of 

Rosema : 

Kirby, W.F. 1892. A synonymic catalogue of Lepidoptera Heterocera (Moths), vol. 1 (Sphinges 
and Bombyces), p. 581. 


